P

ARTICLE SPPEARED

ox paGE_J—&2 -}

e e A PProved For Release 2007/06/14 : CIA-RDP99-00498R000100160012-4

Approved For Release 2007/06/14 : CIA-RDP99-00498R000100160012-4 |

17 MARCH 1979

LOS ANGELES TIMES

Turner ijmﬁs Legisla rﬂﬂn ta Bar i scieswer

@% i‘:}eﬁrers in Naraeﬁai 3@% iy Lasas

BY RONALD J. osrnow - L

P “TImas Stk Writsr :-., SEESY

8 WASIHN(‘TO\I-—CIA Dircctor Stanshe!d Turncr sard
f‘nday that defense lawyers in natronal security cases are
%'shotgunning all kinds of requests” for release of sensitive
%ntcnrgence information as a devlce ror gettmg thexr
lients off without a trial, : -
Turner, in an interview wrth 1he Trmes called for legrs~
iabon to create new legal mechanisms for trymg such
;‘cases without giving away national secrets.
: His comments came in the wake of federal prosecutors
‘yoicing of doubt that former Acting FBI Director, L. Pa<-
ick Gray I can be tried on break-in conspiracy charges
jbecause doing so might require | the release of matenal af-(
,fectmv national 5°cumy
" Turner's remarks are the stronvest yet by an Admzms~ '
lrahon official on what prosecutors see as the ihcreasingly -
‘troublesome problem of “gray mail.” The term refers to':
defenidants’ requests for intelligence information they con-;’
4end they need in their cases, but which they are re]atwe-
Jy sure the government will believe it cannot release. f~ &)
¥” What defendants can get in national security, cases:"by :
Lross-examination and discovery (the process under whrch \

yrosecutors are required to.turn over relevanl government i

‘materialg) is an open hunting ground,” Turner said. : .
'a “We ought to have a way of adducing national secunty
Information in a court procedure that doesn’t guarantee it,.
kc:rr!! get out in the public domain, unless a judge reariy des";|
;,c;ie;s that you cannot hold t}he tnal wrthout. rt., Turner
S R
¥ “Now, lf a fe!]ow asks in drscovery for tdtally irrelevant
nformation to the trial, which he knows we won tdrsclose, i
he has a chance of getting the thing aborted,” Turner said. :
¢ Practices in handling such probiermns vary {rom judge to
judge, Turner noted. He said legislation is needed lO create :
a unifotm precedure nationwide. _
i The CIA director said that, if a judge dma agree io keeo
material secret, the pronlem of what to do wnh it after, the
trial I3 completed arises. - ik

Judge’s safe,” he said. “We're very concerned about who is
going to come twiddling dials six months from now when it

T o

© ir Lawyers in the Justice Depart'nems cnr‘fnal d,vwcm

. ¥ Robert Berrellez, who had been accusad of six counts of

W ,'.,- ‘l
1 “We've got one case rrght now where the da[a which’!
‘\»as used s locked in our safe, and our safe i3 locked in the

i (the case) 1s in the apneala procedure

“‘are studying various legislative eptions and hope lo pro-
'pose a solution i in the ne\rt month or two, an Off!Clax t..ere
sard Friday. '

» One meaii$ under study would cali for a c!osed uoo.,
pretrral hearing to determine whether sensitive material a
defendanl sought would be relevant to his defense. - = ¢

* The Justice Department tried but failed in Januar j 0
persuade U.S. Dist. Judge Aubrey Robinson Ji' o adopt
i such a procedure in the prosecution of an International
Telephone & Telegraph Corp. executive for perjury m ccn-
nectlon with Senate testimony. .

The . governrent * then droppad ‘the® char?esragairsl

! lying about unsuccessful efforts by IT T to mrerfere m the
g 1970 Chilean election.

The Justice Dopartment also is comdermg proposlng :

; t legislation under which it would have the right to appeal a

! ruling on the relevancy of natronal «ecurny mforr'adcn
=wrthoutfxrsthavmg to go to tnal i ARREVIE
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